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Rally Legend the Driving Force Behind Quake Auction

Tuesday, 5 April 2011, 1:26 pm
Press Release: Masport

Media release April 5, 2011

Rally Legend the Driving Force Behind Quake Auction

Rally legend Ari Vatanen will hit the track this week to raise money for a Christchurch earthquake victim in this week’s Rally of Otago.

A photo montage of Vatanen in action will go under the hammer during a charity auction to be held during a rally dinner at Dunedin’s historic Dunedin
Club on Wednesday night.

Proceeds from the auction will be donated to a Christchurch competitor in the rally who was deeply affected by the devastating February 22 quake.
Vatanen’s photo montage will be a huge drawcard at the auction. He is an icon in the rallying world, having won the World Rally Championship in 1981

with a driving style that continues to thrill spectators wherever he races. Vatanen’s involvement in this year’s rally also sees a partnership dating back
more than three decades renewed.
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The Finnish driver competed in Rally New Zealand in 1977 driving a Masport Escort, a rally that saw him record his first finish in world championship
rallying. Masport NZ Limited has rekindled its relationship with Vatanen again this year and will sponsor the driver for the Rally of Otago. Masport
General Manager Steve Hughes says when he heard Vatanen was heading south to compete in this year’s rally he didn’t hesitate to put the company’s

support behind the racing legend.

“Masport values the relationships we’ve built over the last 100 years, not only with our customers, but also those who we have had a proud association
with,” says Mr Hughes. “We’re thrilled to get behind Ari as we celebrate our centenary. Hopefully he’ll have good reason to celebrate on Sunday too.”
Vatanen, who honeymooned in New Zealand with his wife Rita in 1979, describes the country as a “total package” rally destination and is equally thrilled
to be heading down under to compete again. “New Zealand left a big mark in my life because of my honeymoon and because of the infamous rally of ’77,

so it’s a special place for me. It’s a trip I’m very much looking forward to, for sentimental and life reasons,” he says. For more information about Masport
visit www.masport.co.nz.
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Mares / Mayors:

Christchurch Mayoress And
Auckland Deputy Mayor To

Race Each Other At Inter
Domions

Christchurch Mayoress Jo Nicholls-Parker and Auckland Deputy Mayor Penny Hulse will be racing each other to help raise funds for Christchurch at one
of Australasia’s most prestigious harness racing events, the Inter Dominion... More >>

 TVNZ Moving Its Morning Show From Avalon To Auckland; 12 Redundancies

TVNZ is relocating its weekday mid-morning programme Good Morning from Wellington to Auckland from the end of the year. TVNZ Chief Executive
Rick Ellis said today that a new mid-morning programme would be launched in 2012 that would be based out of the company’s ...More >>

Wellington Waterfront: They Don’t Know About Our Promenade ...

Wellington has had a promenade on the edge of the harbour ever since the city council’s Waterfront Framework was published ten
years ago. It was one of the few decisions which was supported by everyone during the... More >>

Anthology: The Best New Zealand Poems of 2010, out now

A brand new issue of the online anthology Best New Zealand Poems has been released by Victoria University's
International Institute of Modern Letters (IIML), containing the best 25 poems from 2010. More >>

The BEATGIRLS Present: BEATCAMP!
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Get Ready for a Beating. The BeatGirls are back at Circa Theatre with a show designed to beat the recession, entertain the troops and

thoroughly cheer up the nation! Captivating audiences with their witty banter, tight choreography and fabulous costumes The BeatGirls
... More >>

Missing The Bus: Lindsay Shelton on the Real-Time Wellington Bus Schedule

Fran Wilde said on Friday that real-time information for Go Wellington buses will be “a great milestone” for public
transport because it will tell us when our bus is arriving “as opposed to when it’s scheduled to arrive.” I can’t help
thinking that a... More >>

Easier to be an Expat: Streamlined UK Visa Application Process For NZ Students

The UK government announced, as part of wider changes to Tier 4, that it will introduce a streamlined application process for
students from countries whose nationals pose a low immigration risk to the UK. These changes will be brought in from summer 2011.
... More >>

After 500m of Investment: Tranz Metro Admits It’s Short Of Trains

Greater Wellington Regional Council and KiwiRail are announcing temporary changes to Wellington train operations to address
issues with crowded peak time trains and resulting problems with fare collection. The changes, which come into effect next week, are

expected to... More >>

ALSO:

Wellington Regional Council - Changes to Wellington Trains to Address Crowding
TV3 Video - Train operator out of pocket due to overcrowding

Te Kuiti: Shearing Championships Results

MEDIA RELEASE On behalf of Shearing Sports New Zealand April 3, 2011. 9.20am SHEARS - RESULTS Results from the New

Zealand Shearing Championships at Te Kuiti on March 31-April 2: International (12 lambs): New Zealand 89.217pts (Cam Ferguson
11min 3.66sec, ... More >>

Party to go on: Rugby World Cup 2011 Matches Rescheduled

Three of the five Rugby World Cup pool matches that were to have been held in Christchurch, but have had to be moved because of
the February earthquake, will remain in the South Island. Rugby officials announced today (30.03.2011) that Nelson, Dunedin and
Invercargill ... More >>

ALSO:

Hamilton City Council - Hot demand sees extra RWC in Hamilton
WCC - Wellington response to RWC announcement
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